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Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is in response to a communication made on August 18, 2005. 
Claims 1-7 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to vt^ich said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sitaraman (6427170) in view of Middledorp (5341496). 

Regarding claim 1, Sitaraman discloses a method of managing user connection 
sessions with a gateway in a computer network (Column 8, lines 23 - 28), said method 
comprising the steps of: 

storing user data on said gateway in response authentication by said user 
(Column 8, lines 23 - 28); 

storing user status information in a table in a RADIUS server during times that an 
authenticated user session is established with said gateway (Column 8, lines 29 - 38; 
Column?, lines 8 -12); 

deleting said user status information from said table when said authenticated 
user session is terminated (Column 8, lines 32 - 38); 

said gateway routing said user traffic in response to said user data (Column 7, 
line 65 - Column 8, line 12). 
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Sitaraman does not explicitly indicate detecting a failure of said gateway wherein 
said stored user data is lost; 

said gateway sending a request to said RADIUS server to provide said user 
status information and user data corresponding to each user in said table; storing said 
user data on said gateway; and 

said gateway routing said user traffic to continue said authenticated user session 
in response to said user data and said user status information without requiring re- 
authentication following said failure. 

Middledorp teaches detecting a failure of said gateway wherein said stored user 
data is lost (Column 6, lines 38 - 41); said gateway sending a request to said server to 
provide said user status information and user data corresponding to each user in said 
table (Column 7, lines 10-13; Column 4, lines 55 - 63, where when a gateway fails, 
the objects that the gateway is managing are moved onto another gateway while the 
node is down, then when the gateway is restored it sends a message that the gateway 
is recovered and the objects it was managing are returned to the gateway); storing said 
user data on said gateway; and said gateway routing said user traffic to continue said 
user session in response to said user data and said user status information without 
requiring re-authentication following said failure (Column 4, lines 55 - 62). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Middledorp's teaching of network node recovery in 
Sitaraman's system in order to allow Sitaraman's system to recover from faults without 
having any downtown on the communication sessions. 
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Sitaraman also does not explicitly indicate that the gateway and the RADIUS 
server a running on separate machines, but Sitaraman discloses that the preferred 
embodiment has them on running on the same machine, but has different embodiments 
which they could be located on separate machines (Column 7, lines 7-10). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have the gateway and RADIUS server on separate machines 
according to a possible embodiment in Sitaraman's disclosure in order to allow 
restarting of systems in case of failure without affecting the RADIUS server (Grant, 
Column 2, lines 46 - 65). 

Regarding claim 2, Sitaraman discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
user status information includes an IP address assigned to said user for said session 
(Sitaraman, Column 8, lines 35 - 38). 

Regarding claim 3, Sitaraman discloses the method of claim 1. 

Sitaraman does not explicitly indicate said detecting step is comprised of a 
power-up initialization, 

Middledrop discloses a system which detecting a failure happens when any type 
of failure occurs, the monitor realizes any type of failure has occur, then goes into the 
steps of recovery from said failure (Column 4, lines 43 - 47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Middledorp's teaching of network node recovery in 
Sitaraman's system in order to allow Sitaraman's system to recover from faults without 
having any downtown on the communication sessions. 
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Regarding claim 4, Sitaraman discloses the method of claim 1. 

Sitaraman does not explicitly indicate the step of requesting said RADIUS server 
to provide said user status information and said user data is included in a boot-up 
sequence of said gateway. 

Middledorp discloses that the request is made to recover the connection 
information in response to the recovery or reboot of the gateway (Column 7, lines 10 - 
1 3; Column 4, lines 55 - 63). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Middledorp's teaching of network node recovery in 
Sitaraman's system in order to allow Sitaraman's system to recover from faults without 
having any downtown on the communication sessions. 

Regarding claim 5, Sitarama discloses the method of claim 1 . 

Sitarama does not explicitly indicate that said user data comprises a host object 
and a connection object. 

Middledorp discloses that said user data comprises a host object (Column 4, 
lines 3-12) and a connection object (Column 4, lines 30 - 49). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use IVIiddledorp's teaching of network node recovery in 
Sitaraman's system in order to allow Sitaraman's system to recover from faults without 
having any downtown on the communication sessions. 

Regarding claim 6, Sitarama discloses the method of claim 5. 
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Sitarama does not explicitly indicate said step of storing user status information 
in the table is delayed until a connection object is created for said user. 

Middledrop discloses a system in which said step of storing user status 
information in the table is delayed until a connection object is created for said user 
(Column 5, lines 1 - 20, where both connection and host objects are stored together in 
the same data structure and updated in the status table together). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Middledorp's teaching of network node recovery in 
Sitaraman's system in order to allow Sitaraman's system to recover from faults without 
having any downtown on the communication sessions. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentabie over 
Sitaraman in view of Middledorp as applied to claims 1-6 above, and further in 
view of Zhang (6253327). 

Regarding claim 7, Sitaraman discloses the method of claim 1 . 

Sitaraman does not explicitly indicate that said gateway is comprised of a service 
selection gateway. 

Zhang discloses a gateway coupled to an AAA server (Column 6, lines 5-15). 
Zhang teaches that the gateway should be a service selection gateway (Column 5, lines 
23 - 32). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Zhang's teachings in Sitaraman's disclosure in order to use 
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a protocol gateway that is able to give the client single sign in access to multiple 
domains and destinations (Column 5, lines 26 - 32). 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -7 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Bates whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3980. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free)9 
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